THE   MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
by the acting persons, and the movement is no longer
purely religious ; political and economic objects, pursued
by its leaders as well as the afflux of lukewarm and
adventurous camp-followers, alter its nature.
Now, instead of carefully scrutinising and examining
the course which things are apt to take, the Marxists
have their conclusion ready to hand ; they know before-
hand that every movement must have an economic cause;
their judgment is biassed and their method purely
deductive : they do not study the movement in order
to find its cause, but look for an economic cause that
may possibly suit this particular movement. So, in the
case of the Reformation, they take the tributary that
has polluted the river and made its course deviate, to
be the original source.
There are, however, movements and events in great
number which have no connection whatever with pro-
duction and economy.    During the third and fourth
centuries of the Christian era the Church was divided
into sects, which fought each other with deadly hate and
fury.   They called themselves Orthodox and Donatists,
Arians, Semiarians and, when the division, founded on
the most hair-splitting interpretations, went still deeper
in later years, they were called Homoousians, Homoe-
ousians, Homoeans and Anomoeans.    These sects had
adherents in all parts of the population, the court itself
was  divided,  millions and  millions  of persons grew
excited about them;   many thousands lost their lives
and enormous quantities of economic goods were de-
stroyed in endless conflicts and brawls.    A new idea
on a mystery, crossing some monk's or bishop's brain,
a differing opinion on the interpretation of some passage
in the Bible, sufficed to produce bloodshed and civil war.
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